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ONE BY ONE 
 
One by one, they pass 
my cage 
Too old, too worn, too 
broken, no way. 
Way past his time, he 
can’t run and play. 
Then they shake their heads slowly and go on their 
way.. 
A little old man, arthritic and sore, 
It seems I am not wanted any more. 
I once had a home, I once had a bed,  
A place that was warm and where I was fed. 
Now my muzzle is gray and my eyes slowly fail. 
Who wants a dog so old and frail? 
My family decided I didn’t belong. 
I got in their way, my attitude was wrong. 
Whatever excuse they made in their head, 
Cannot justify how they left me for dead. 
Now I sit in this cage, where day after day, 
The younger dogs get adopted away. 
When I had almost come to the end of my rope, 
You saw my face and I finally had hope. 
You saw through the gray and the legs bent with age 
And felt I still had life beyond this cage. 
You took me home, gave me food and a bed,  
And you shared your pillow with my poor tired head.
We snuggle and play and you talk to me low, 
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You love me so dearly, you want me to know. 
I may have lived  most of my life with another, 
But you outshine them with a love so much stronger 
And I promise to return all the love I can give. 
To you, my dear person, as long as I live. 
I may be with you for a week or for years. 
We will share many smiles, you will no doubt shed 
some tears. 
And when the time comes that God deems I must leave, 
I know you will cry and your heart, it will grieve. 
And when I arrive at the Bridge all brand new, 
My thoughts and heart will still be with you. 
And I will brag to all who will hear, 
Of the person who made my last days so dear. 
 
Author Unknown 
 

Sherry Baby, Finally home….. 



If you have any ideas for fundraising or would like to help organize or work on any event, please contact:  
 
Here in Florida:    Jackie   jbohara@embarqmail.com  or  Carol anglia48@aol.com  
 
GAFNE:    Amy events@adoptagrey.org  
 
GAFSE:    Laurie  lcerto5696@aol.com , Jeanine jlcerto@aol.com   or Mary  maryshounds@yahoo.com  

 ��������������#�
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We adopted Russo aka Whitey from Grey Haven over 2 years ago..I knew 
when I heard his story sitting on the farm for so many years and then at 
Grey Haven I knew I needed to give him his home. He came home to 
Henry, my other grey that I adopted 8 years ago. 
 
Unlike most kids.. Courtney (13 months) never puts the coins in her mouth. 
She knows they go in Marilyn’s piggy. I tell her "it's for the dogs that don't 
have homes yet". She takes her job very seriously! It touched me the other 
day in a parking lot she bent down and was picking something up. It was a 
quarter. She handed it to me proudly. 
 
At 13 months her first and only word is "dog". 
 
I'm unsure of the amount of money in the piggy... I can only hope she'll  
continue to show love and compassion to her "dogs". 
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How wonderful it is to look through these pages and see the stories and the names that have meant so 
much to me.  Along with the joy each adoption brings, I always know there will be tears for each one  
lost, each one we couldn’t help….each one that was lucky enough to finish life in that very special home….that circle of life we 
all live within. 
 
Grey Haven exists because of your generosity.  Each dog gets that chance for a future because someone has made a donation…..
all adoption groups rely on the kindness of others to continue the work they love.  The only difference here is the 
expense of keeping Grey Haven operating and, like everything else, the monthly expenses are becoming a bit difficult to keep up 
with.  Food now costs us $32 a bag and we use at least a dozen bags a month plus the cost of food we cook to keep some of the 
special needs dogs healthy.  Without having any broken leg dogs here, our vet bill still averages between $1500 and $3000 a 
month depending on how many new dogs we bring in.  Please remember we do more blood work and more testing than most 
groups.  Our electric bill ran over $700 a month this past summer…..what a shocker that was!!  We have rent, insurance, auto 
maintenance, gas, general farm repairs, tree trimming, lawn care, phone bills and the occasional huge project like rewiring a 
good part of the electrical system or putting in a new well when the old one caved in.  It’s a never ending job to keep Grey Ha-
ven safe for dogs and humans alike. 
 
I am often overwhelmed by the generosity of so many of you….but like us, your expenses are constantly rising and that means 
that our donations have continued to fall a bit more each year.  Our income last year was almost half of what it was 4 years ago.  
And that means fewer special needs dogs, fewer broken legs and fewer dogs in general come here.  If the money is not here…..
the dogs can’t be either.  That’s the sad reality of life right now. 
 
I don’t ask for help easily but this is for the greyhounds…those already here and those who are waiting to come and begin the 
best part of their lives.  Your dog, the one that you love so much and are so proud of, is alive because someone made a dona-
tion at the right time that allowed us to bring him/her here.  Would you be so kind as to put your hand in your pocket once 
again and help one more dog to be ready when you come back for another?   
 
To make giving easier, we have had an amazing offer from one of you who asks to remain anonymous.  For every dollar over 
each $50 donation, that dollar amount will be matched by this friend so that no dog is turned away.  If you donate a 
total of $150, that means GAF will receive an extra  check for $100, bringing the total to $250!!  This offer will run 
from October 15 until January 15.  Limit for each donation is $100 over the initial $50 gift.    Imagine what we can do 
with bonus, unexpected money all because of the generosity of one kind person!!  A broken leg, an old dog that now has no 
place to go after living her life in a home, six more sick dogs from a track who other wise would be put on the kill truck if no 
one has the room or the money to help them…… 
 
This is the time to help….the time when your donation can mean even more to so many greyhounds!  From all of us here at 
the farm, our sincere thanks for your support.  To our anonymous friend….thank you for your amazing offer.  And to all of 
you,  please come visit, the kids love company!  Come see what you all have helped to make a reality for 
hundreds and hundreds of greyhounds. 
 
M 
 
 

Our two “new” old girls...after 10 years together 
Maple still takes care of her younger sister Ruby.  

Page  4 



DATELINE CHARLOTTE NC 
 
June 25, 2011 saw the Rise of The Wonder Women of GAF!  The 7th Annual GAFSE Greyt  
Rummage Sale raised more $ than ever before, while raising muscles previously lurking unknown, 
raising camaraderie to giddy heights, raising many glasses of various “adult beverages,” and raising 
new incarnations of our esteemed GAF President and Certain Members.  (Yes, Marilyn took to that 
boa like she was born to wear it...as did Laurie to a certain PINK wig...!!) 
 
The year's event was beyond the capacity of even the Certo Ladies' Giant Garage so a nearby 
church's meeting room plus parking lot became the venue.  The event kicked off with a Thursday 
night dinner at a chic local wine shop, progressed through “15-Hour Friday” with loading & unloading 
the trailer plus organizing all the STUFF and setting up, to Sale Day Saturday with a steady stream 
of lookers and buyers, the latter especially warmly welcomed by Ernie, Dixie and Katie, the Gracious 
Greeter Greyhounds. 
 
Award for the greatest distance traveled to participate in this Greyt Event:  NANCY ROBERTS,  
coming from Wilmington DE, who, at 426 miles traveled, just beat Marilyn Varnberg and Joyce Carta, 
coming from Ocala FL by TWO MILES!!!   GREYT ACHIEVEMENT NANCY!!! 
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Thank you Debbie for putting into beautiful words the feelings we all share 
and the poignant times we have all experienced.  Inspired  by and in honor of 
her beloved Ringo. “Who knew” by Debbie Warner 
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And another Water Dog! Scooter is  
"lifeguarding" at the Summer GAFNE Dog 
Wash. He's on alert, ready to leap in to offer  
assistance, coached by Mom Maureen, to Bella, 
a foster who became Scooter's new sister.  
 
Beat the heat Hound-style! 
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Thanks to Nancy Roberts, GAFNE, for these  
 photos...YES, greyhounds CAN be water dogs. 
Tex, the handsome black dog, was Nancy's recent 
foster who went on to his forever home with Eileen 
and her brother Mike in PA, to live with 2  
greyhound "sisters" Suede and Holly and enjoy a 
new kiddie pool.  



Greyhound Adoptions of Florida, Northeast Chapter had its 2nd Annual Fundraiser Luncheon at  
Carrabba’s Italian Grill in Chadds Ford on September 17th. This fundraiser was a huge success thanks 
to all who participated, including the volunteers who organized the event, those who attended and  
everyone, coast-to-coast, who purchased a virtual ticket. We would like to express our sincere  
appreciation to Carrabba’s Italian Grill for their support of our organization. A special thanks also to 
those who generously donated items, including Burpdog Biscuits, Furry-Baby Fashions, Jeanine 
Certo, MaryAnn D'Amico, Greyhound Angel Network, Rain Dog Treats and ShopMollyd. Thanks to 
everyone who contributed, we were able to raise a grand total of $3,400! 
 
Tickets are now available on-line for the Fundraiser Luncheon on November 4th at Carrabba’s Italian 
Grill in The Villages, FL. Please join us with your friends and family for a delicious meal and help us 
raise much needed funds for the hounds at Grey Haven awaiting their forever homes.  
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Home made Frosty Paws 
By Carol Bellavia, Greyt Chef 

 
Here is a very easy, simple recipe that your Grey’s will love!   
 
1 – 28 oz tub of non-fat plain Yogurt 
1 ripe banana mashed 
2 Tablespoons peanut butter (plain or nut) 
2 Tablespoons honey 
 
Pour all the ingredients into a blender, blend until smooth.  (I 
use a rubber spatula to make sure nothing is stuck to the walls 
of the jar).  Once the mixture is blended.  Pour into “Glad” mini 
round containers, cover with lid then put in freezer until hard.   
 
The mini round containers come 8 to a package, I can usually 
get 12 cups filled.  I don’t fill them all the way to the top.   

Foster for Life 
By Carol Bellavia 

 
If someone told me a couple of years ago, I would be a foster parent of a senior Greyhound for life, I may not have 
believed them. . . .   I had heard of this type of program in the past, but thought it might be tough emotionally to do.   
 
It was a little over a year ago that I saw this white faced, senior, little girl’s picture on line with a plea for someone 
to give her a home for whatever was left of her life here on earth.   Her story was sad, and she had some health  
baggage that comes with age . . . who doesn’t?   
 
We decided to see if she would like being with us, and if Bocce (our 7 year old) would accept her  . . . well, long 
story short – she and Bocce got along great and they both ran into the master bedroom and jumped on our king-size 
bed!  I think Bocce needed a furry companion and that white-faced little girl, Miss Kerri Anne, needed us. 
 
We are glad we brought her into our lives, yes, there are challenges from time to time – it is not all fun and games, 
but when we come home from being gone a few hours, she bounds to the door to greet us, she grabs a stuffie from 
the toy box and run through the kitchen into the living room and then back to us.  Sometimes she acts like a young 
puppy, other times you know she is not.   
 
Being a foster for life means opening up your heart and caring for a special Grey who loves you unconditionally.  I 
find myself taking photo after photo of Kerri Anne alone and with Bocce,  I love to sit with her on a blanket in the 
backyard while she watches life go by quietly and contently.   I know the lives of my Greys are not nearly long 
enough and I don’t want to miss any of all the  special moments we have.  
 
If you ever have the opportunity to become a foster parent for life, don’t pass it by, I promise it will be a special and 
rewarding time for you and for the senior who needs you.  You won’t be sorry! 

Bocce, left lazing with his “new” old sister,  
Miss  Kerri Anne 

Visit our website www.ahome4greys.org  
and “like” us on our facebook page.  
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Do you have stories or pictures you want to share in the next Greyt News?  
 Email them to Joyce@joycecarta.com 


